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Dumas Students Afforded
Higher Education Opportunity

Foundation President and CEO Jim Allison, right, presents a check symbolic of a $225,000 grant from The Don 
& Sybil Harrington Foundation to (from left) Shawn Frische, a member of the Dumas Education Foundation; 
Mauri Williams, executive director of the Dumas Education Foundation; and David Block, chair of the QUEST 
program. Looking on are members of the Dumas High School freshman class.

This year’s Dumas High School 
freshmen, and each subsequent class, 
will have the opportunity to attend 
college with the assistance of a 
$225,000 grant approved by The Don 
and Sybil Harrington Foundation on 
September 9th. The grant, ($75,000 
for the first year and $50,000 each year 
for the following three years) 
combined with a previous financial 
commitment from the Dumas 
Independent School District and 
fundraising efforts by the Dumas 
Education Foundation, plans to fund 
approximately 65-70 initial student 
scholarships beginning in the fall of 
2007.

The Dumas Education Foundation 
requested the funding to assist the 
Quality Education for Students 
(QUEST) program, which requires 
students to meet certain criteria 
throughout high school to earn 
scholarships to attend Amarillo 
College’s Moore County Campus in 
Dumas. The program is patterned after 
the Achievement through 
Commitment to Education (ACE) 
program at Palo Duro and Caprock 
high schools in Amarillo.

As with the ACE program, Dumas 

freshmen pledge to maintain an 80 
grade average, a 95 percent attendance 
record, and must keep a clean 
disciplinary record throughout high 
school. When the students are seniors, 
Amarillo College will assist them in 
applying for federal scholarships and 
grants.

Scott Palser, QUEST scholarship 
coordinator at Dumas High School, 
said the program has already generated 
a lot of attention and enthusiasm from 

the 340 eligible freshmen and their 
parents. 

“In the (first) three days that we have 
visited with parents and students,” 
Palser said, “nearly half have come in 
either to Dumas High School or to 
Cactus Elementary to learn the details 
of the program, ask questions, and sign 
the QUEST agreements. The most 
common response has been, ‘This is 
really a great program. We are so 
excited about this!’”



NATIONAL 
PHILANTHROPY DAY 
On November 18th, the Amarillo Area Foundation co-
hosted the 2003 National Philanthropy Day Luncheon 
in conjunction with the Texas Plains Chapter of the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals.  Joseph H. 
and Arlene Pool of Amarillo, Duncan & Boyd Jewelers 
of Amarillo and H.C. Brillhart, Jr. of Perryton, were the 
three key honorees at the luncheon.

National Philanthropy Day is the day we recognize and 
pay tribute to the contributions that philanthropy -- 
and philanthropists -- have made to our great Texas 
Panhandle region and our nation.  In today’s society, 
charities rely more and more on individual 
contributions.  This year’s honorees have made the 
commitment to support philanthropy and build a 
strong future for this region and the state of Texas.

Joseph H. and Arlene Pool received the 2003 
Outstanding Philanthropist Award; the Pools have been 
involved in a variety of highly successful philanthropic 
endeavors for many years, especially the arts and 
education for Amarillo and the Texas Panhandle. 

Duncan & Boyd Jewelers received the 2003 
Outstanding Corporation Philanthropist Award.  In 
the last five years, Duncan & Boyd Jewelers has 
contributed to more than 72 local nonprofit 
organizations through cash and in-kind giving.  In 
addition, Duncan and Boyd Jewelers, particularly 
through the involvement of its president, Ron Boyd, 
has always invested time and effort into the 
organizations to which charitable contributions are 
made. 

H.C. “Clair” Brillhart, Jr., received the 2003 
Outstanding Volunteer Award for his strong 
involvement in the community of Perryton.  Mr. 
Brillhart has been a leader in the Perryton community 
for many years and his efforts to support the 
community are well known and appreciated by 
everyone in Perryton.

The Amarillo Area Foundation is pleased to announce that the 46th 
Annual Meeting is scheduled for 11:30 to 1:00 on Tuesday, January 20, 
2004 at the Amarillo Country Club, 4800 Bushland, Amarillo, Texas.

To confirm that you are on the mailing list to receive a luncheon 
invitation, please contact the Amarillo Area Foundation at 806-376-4521.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

FOUNDATION MEMBERSHIP 
MAKES A DIFFERENCE

The Amarillo Area Foundation provides a substantial number of grants, 
programs and services to enhance the quality of life in the Panhandle, and over 
the years has touched the lives of many in our community.  It is through 
Foundation member support that the Panhandle became home to a world class 
medical center, a nationally recognized teen pregnancy prevention initiative, a 
state recognized youth crime and violence prevention program, and many 
scholarship opportunities for Panhandle area students, including ACE 
(Achievement through Commitment to Education) at Palo Duro and Caprock 
High Schools in Amarillo, and a similar program, QUEST (Quality Education 
for Students) at Dumas High School.

The Amarillo Area Foundation has been a membership organization since 
1979.  Foundation membership not only makes a difference in the lives of
those in need today, but ensures a better life for our area's children and children 
of future generations.  

Year-end is fast approaching and your support is needed.  The Foundation 
relies on the unrestricted contributions of our members; without member
support we could not address the many charitable causes in our region.
Membership enables the Foundation to build a permanent collection of
endowed funds without charging fund-management fees that reduce the net
assets of a fund, resulting in the reduction of funding available for charitable 
purposes.  Membership, therefore, maximizes the giving power of every 
membership dollar.  

Becoming a member is as easy as deciding the level of individual or corporate 
membership that best fits your desire to enhance quality of life through 
Foundation partnership.  Membership benefits include:

• Receipt of all Foundation publications and communications to keep you
   informed on Panhandle issues
• Participation in the annual membership meeting as voting members
• Personalized services regarding planning for philanthropic gifts
• Fund management services 
• Members are eligible to serve on Foundation committees, advisory groups,
   and focus groups

Please join the Foundation as an individual or a corporate member.  To assure a 
charitable deduction for this tax year, your contribution must be postmarked or 
received by the Amarillo Area Foundation by December 31, 2003.  Checks 
should be made payable to the Amarillo Area Foundation.  If you need more 
information about membership or would like to review the Foundation's most 
recent annual report, please contact us at (806) 376-4521.

(From left) Victoria Freeman, Pam Stevens, Ron Boyd, Marci Hand, 
and H.C. Brillhart Jr. accepted awards at a November 18 
luncheon. Freeman, Stevens, and Hand are the daughters of Joe and 
Arlene Pool.


